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CUBANS TO PROVIDE TECHNICAL SUPPORT 
 
The delivery of quality human settlements projects received a huge boost with the arrival of 14 Technical Advisors 
from Cuba to Mpumalanga. Their arrival is the strengthening of the Cuba-South Africa bi-lateral relations entered 
into by the two countries in 1996 to cooperate in the fields of economy, science, technical and commercial. The 
Human Settlements Department joined the programme in 2002 which focuses on technical support, quality control 
skills transfer, and project management, among others.  The official welcoming was led by MEC Violet Siwela who 
indicated that the involvement of the Cuban nationals would not only heighten the relationship of the two countries, 
but bring impetus in ensuring that the Department delivers flawless services to the province. 
 
"It is critical to express that our relationship with Cuba will undoubtedly deepen efforts to ensure improved service 
delivery not only in human settlements but across the board. We recruited the Cubans because of their quality skill 
which they have and our challenge in that regard as this country, charged Siwela. 
The Cuban-South Africa relationship has grown into a collective ideological basis of struggle and social 
development that increasingly incorporates aspects of economics and health hence other disciplines such as 
medicine are being explored by Mpumalanga students in Cuba. This saw the beginning of a bilateral partnership 
that had expanded to other areas, like public works, water and sanitation, art and culture and professional training 
in Cuba among others. 
 
Cuban Programme Coordinator, Mr Louis Cantero highlighted that their engineers and architects working in South 
Africa, especially in Mpumalanga, have had a wonderful experience working in the communities and that it has 
never been difficult to adapt to the working conditions: "It has been a lovely experience doing what we do best in 
Cuba. We appreciate being given the opportunity to work with our colleagues here in South Africa and sharing our 
knowledge and experiences with them," he said. Earlier in the week, Statistician General, Dr Pali Lehotla indicated 
that the provincial government has done extremely well in the eradication of shacks, which has declined from 14.5 
percent in 2006 to 10.9 percent in 2016. Though informal dwellings have proved to be difficult across the country 
but Mpumalanga has made significant strides in that regard registering an improved 84% of formal dwellings and 
battling with only 10.9% of informal dwelling. 
 
Siwela confirmed that the Department is confident that these services will be of great benefit to the Mpumalanga 
community and country at large as it is expected to heighten the development of integrated human settlements. 
“We don’t want short cuts, we want to build decent and quality houses for our people,” concluded Siwela who 
subsequently wished the Cubans a lovely time in the country and said that she was looking forward to a fruitful and 
enlightening working relationship.  
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